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The Relationship Between Elementary School Students’ Commuting Behavior and Children’s Independent Mobility
—With a Focus on Travel Companions—

B LAl - AEARR o « IR A « RHEPAZ R « SRR
Azumi Isoyama*, Seiji Hashimoto**, Takehito Ujihara**, Kimihiro Hino***, Shion Watanabe*

In recent years, parental escorting and chauffeuring during elementary school commuting have increased, reducing
opportunities for children’s independent mobility. This study focused on morning school trips and examined the
relationship between companion type and Children’s Independent Mobility (CIM), defined as parental permission for
independent movement. The results showed that walking to school with parental accompaniment had the strongest
negative association with CIM. Path analysis also indicated that CIM had a direct negative effect on parental
accompaniment, suggesting that companion type during walking commutes is associated with the degree of parental
daily permission. In addition, residential and neighborhood walking environments were found to play important roles
in shaping commuting behavior.
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