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Criteria for Faculty Decision-Making Regarding the Acceptance of International Students:

From the perspective of faculty who accept many international students

Takao INAMORI
(Faculty of General and Global Studies, Okayama University)
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Abstract

The declining birth rate significantly impacts domestic universities' enrolment, creating high
expectations for increased international student intake. Within postgraduate education, however, a
divide exists between faculty members who are and aren't proactive in accepting them. This study used
semi-structured interviews to clarify the criteria faculty members use when accepting international
students. The findings showed that while terminology varied, faculty commonly considered both
“character” and “ability”. Furthermore, faculty who viewed international admissions positively had
either studied or conducted research abroad and/or gained positive experiences from supervising their
first international students. These factors fostered positive impressions and led to more proactive

acceptance.
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