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“This man [Dimmesdale],” said he [Chillingworth], at one such moment, to himself, 
“pure as they deem him,—all spiritual as he seems,—hath inherited a strong animal 
nature from his father or his mother. Let us dig a little further in the direction of this 
vein!” 130-31  

 
animal nature
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OED 3 “A human being who is no better than a brute, or whose 
animal nature has the ascendancy over his reason,” 3 “Of or pertaining to the 
functions of animals; or of those parts of the nature of man which he shares with the 
inferior animals”         

 
 

Hester Prynne, meanwhile, kept her place upon the pedestal of shame, with glazed 
eyes, and an air of weary indifference. She [Hester] had borne, that morning, all that 
nature could endure; and as her temperament was not of the order that escapes from 
too intense suffering by a swoon, her spirit could only shelter itself beneath a stony 
crust of insensibility, while the faculties of animal life remained entire. In this state, 
the voice of the preacher thundered remorselessly, but unavailingly, upon her ears.

69  
 

the facilities of animal life
3

spirit  

 
1

17
 

 
  The original and more potent causes, however, lay in the rare perfection of his [the 
Inspector’s] animal nature, the moderate proportion of intellect, and the very trifling 
admixture of moral and spiritual ingredients; these latter qualities, indeed, being in 
barely enough measure to keep the old gentleman from walking on all-fours. He 
possessed no power of thought, no depth of feeling, no troublesome sensibilities; 
nothing, in short, but a few commonplace instincts, which, aided by the cheerful 
temper that grew inevitably out of his physical well-being, did duty very respectably, 
and to general acceptance, in lieu of a heart. 17  
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He [The Inspector] had been the husband of three wives, all long since dead; the 
father of twenty children, most of whom, at every age of childhood or maturity, had 
likewise returned to dust. Here, one would suppose, might have been sorrow enough 
to imbue the sunniest disposition, through and through, with a sable tinge. Not so 
with our old Inspector! One brief sigh sufficed to carry off the entire burden of these 
dismal reminiscences. The next moment, he was as ready for sport as any unbreeched 
infant; far readier than the Collector’s junior clerk, who, at nineteen years, was much 
the elder and graver man of the two. 17  
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