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Kew Gardens, 1919 1) Virginia Woolf
1882-1941

, 2005, 37)
(Stewart)

“Woolf crystallized her Impressionist style in “Kew Gardens”(1919).”
(Stewart, 1982, 241)

2022

Desmond 1914 18
Palm House terrace 1918 Palace

( , 2013, 44) Desmond  
 

The First World War upset routine maintenance. Woman gardeners who 
replaced conscripted men had expanded to a work force of more than 30 by 
1917. The Palace lawn was ploughed in 1918, preparatory to planting it with 
potatoes. (309-310)  
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…our apparitions, the part of us which appears, are so momentary compared 
with the other, the unseen part of us, which spreads wide, the unseen might 
survive, be recovered somehow attached to this person or that, or even 
haunting certain places, after death… (Mrs. Dalloway, 167) 
 

2018, 271

, 1956, 220

1936, 10-11
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(22) the shell of a snail with 
its  brown, circular veins”(32)

( , 2022, 19) Kort)

 it” its”  he” his”
Kort 2013, 18 ; 2005, 118

it”

…the snail…to be moving very slightly in iits shell… began to labour over the 
crumbs of loose earth which broke away and rolled down as iit passed over 
them. (34) 
 

(25)

 his” he”

… all these objects lay across the snail’s progress between one stalk and 
another to hhis goal. Before hhe had decided whether to circumvent the arched 
tent of a dead leaf … (34) 

(25)

The snail had now considered every possible method of reaching  his goal 
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without going round the dead leaf or climbing over it. (36) 

(29)

… hhe was doubtful whether the thin texture which vibrated with such an 
alarming crackle when touched even by the tip of hhis horns would bear hhis 
weight; and this determined hhim finally to creep beneath it, for there was a 
point where the leaf curved high enough from the ground to admit hhim. HHe 
had just inserted hhis head in the opening and was taking stock of the brown 
roof and was getting used to the cool brown light … (37) 

 

29  
 

7

 

 (22) the bbrown earth”
32 (25) Brown cliff” 34 (29) the high bbrown 

roof” 37 (29) the cool bbrown light” 37

7

(Kort)

 
  

… Woolf ’s treatment of us is not harsh, the suggestion is in the air that we 
might  check our hubris to reorient our basic awareness. (Kort, 2013, 17) 
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The Mark on the Wall, 1917

‘…Curse this war; God damn this war! … All the same, I don’t see why we 
should have a snail on our wall.’  Ah, the mark on the wall! It was a snail. 
(83) 

 

 (18-19)

It

(Francesco del Cossa)2)

Annunciation 3) (Daniel 
Arasse)4)

… … …
… ,  , 28, 34

 
 

 
 

2022, 
19

, 103, 120, 
123

22 “the vast ggreen spaces” 32 (25) angular 
green insect 34 (25) deep ggreen lakes (34) (32) 
“ggreen blue vapour (38) (32) shiny ggreen umbrellas” 38

32 “ggreen atmosphere” (39)
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( , 2022, 25)
(23) the  red 

flower 33 (24) the first rred water -lilies 33

(29) the smooth  pink folds of the flower ” 37
32 a ccrimson crested bird (38)

( , 2022, 21) Kenmotsu
( , 2013, 41-42)

Kenmotsu “Virginia Woolf ’s “Kew Gardens”: Modern Elysium with the War Dead”
“… “Kew Gardens” is filled with the images of the war and dead.” 1992, 

Kenmotsu, 40

He was talking about spirits the spirits of dead, … “…now, with this war, the 
spirit matter is rolling between the hills like thunder.” (35)  

(26) 
 

the widow applies her ear and summons the spirit by sign as agreed. 
Women! Widows! Women in bblack ” Here he seemed to have caught sight of 
a woman’s dress in the distance, which in the shade looked a purple bblack. 
(35) 

 
…
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26-27  

 

, 1999, 219

From the oval-shaped flower-bed …at the tip rred or bblue or yyellow petals 
marked with spots of colour raised upon the surface; and from the rred, bblue 
or yyellow …rough with  gold dust … the rred, bblue and yyellow lights …, staining 
an inch of the bbrown earth beneath with a spot of the moist intricate colour. 
(32) 

(22

Kenmotsu
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If the story is associated with World War I, Kew Gardens are modern Elysium 
with the war dead who are reincarnated as flowers, whose souls as butterflies, 
to live out the remainder of their lives in peace and glory. (Kenmotsu, 1992, 
43-44) 

 
…in which at first their bodies had substance and a dash of colour, but later 

 both substance and colour dissolved in the ggreen-blue atmosphere. (38  
     

 …
  (32  

 

 
 

Yellow and  black, ppink and ssnow white, shapes of all these colours, men, 
women, and children…, seeing the breadth of yyellow that lay upon the grass, 
…dissolving like drops of water in the yyellow and ggreen atmosphere, staining 
it faintly with rred and bblue. (39) 

32

their voices went wavering from them as if they were flames lolling from 
the thick waxen bodies of candles. Voices. Yes, voices. Wordless voices, 
breaking the silence suddenly with such depth of contentment, such passion 
of desire… (39)
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33) 

…the city murmured; on the top of which the voices cried aloud and the petals 
of myriads of flowers flashed  their colours into the air. (39) 

(33) 

It was not conscious. There was no recognition in it of one’s fortune, or 
fate…this voice, pouring endlessly, year in year out, would take whatever it 
might be…this procession, would wrap them all about and carry them on, as 
in the rough stream of a glacier the ice holds a sprinter of bone, a blue petal, 
some oak trees, and rolls them on. (Mrs. Dalloway, 151-152)    

 

2018, 246
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1) The Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew) 

Princess of Wales  King George III Princess Augusta 
1759 Kew 9

( , 2013, 37)  
2) 1430 -1477

( , 2021, 92)
3) Annunciation  

 ( , 2002,  , 26, 215-216  
The Annunciation by Francesco del Cossa. ca. 1470-72. 
Gemäldegalerie Alte Meister, Staatlich. 
Kunstsammlungen Dresden. 

https://skd-online-collection.skd.museum/Details /Index/246606 
4)  (1944  ) 

 ( , 2002,  , 213)
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