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Proposals for Supporting Children’ s Adaptation in School Mergers and Closures

IKEDA Yuka *1, IZUMI Tsuguyuki *2

(Abstracts) The purpose of this study is to examine the impact of school mergers
and closures on children through a literature review and field survey and to
propose strategies for supporting children’s adaptation to the resulting
environmental transitions. First, a literature review on school mergers and
closures indicated that such experiences could influence children’s later
interpersonal relationships and increase stress responses. However, research on
the impact of school mergers and closures on children remains limited, with
insufficient understanding of their psychological effects on children. Next,
interviews conducted as part of a field survey revealed that school mergers and
closures could be significant sources of stress for children. Based on these
findings, we recommends multi-level support measures targeting individuals,
classes, grades, and entire schools, primarily through special activities, to help

mitigate the impact of these transitions on children
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Special Activities
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