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An Attempt at International Understanding Education Incorporating Letter Exchange
Activities between Japanese and Chinese High School Students

Through Development of a Civics Unit Plan on International Issues

BEKKI Moeka*1 , ZHOU Xingxing*2, KUWABARA Toshinori %3

This study reports the results of the development and practice of a class in which
Japanese and Chinese high school students deepened mutual understanding and became
aware of themselves as members of the international community through learning
activities in which they exchanged letters in order to share their thoughts on a
global international issue. Through the practice, it became clear that exchange
activities have the following significance for students. Firstly, it was the first

one—on—-one exchange with a foreigner. Even if they did not meet directly, for many
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of the students in this class, it was their first experience to interact with
people from other countries. Secondly, it was an opportunity for them to develop
an interest in other cultures and schools. Thirdly, the students were able to

consider the issue of climate change from a global perspective

Keywords: international understanding education, civics, unit development

1 Tokyo Metropolitan Ogawa High School, Tokyo

2 School of Foreign Languages, Shijiazhuang University, China

3 Faculty of Education, Okayama University

— 324 —



	戻る



