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Abstract

In this study, international students from Southeast Asia were asked, 'Why did you decide to study in
Japan?' and the information was collected through semi-structured interviews. The results showed that
(i) international students' image of Japan, (ii) parents' image of Japan, (iii) the availability of
scholarships, (iv) affordable tuition fees and living costs, and (v) the existence of a community of
people from the country of origin., were found to be important. It was assumed that some of this
information and image is formed by the international students' (1) satisfaction with their study
destination, (2) opportunities to interact with Japanese people, (3) ease of living in Japan, (4) Japanese
language level, (5) understanding of Japanese culture, etc., and is reinforced through word of mouth
and the internet. Therefore, supporting the creation of these environments will create a positive image

of studying in Japan and increase the number of students from Southeast Asia.
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AVRST 590 0.2% 16,945 0.035 27.9
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