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An army post of the 17th Division of the Imperial Japanese Army
as deciphered from an analysis of an old photograph
NOZAKI Takahiro
Research Institute for the Dynamics of Civilizations, Okayama University, Okayama, 700-8530, Japan
Abstract In 2022, an old photograph was discovered that was thought to be of an army post of the 17th Division of the

Imperial Japanese Army, but unfortunately it had no textual record. The first purpose of this paper is to verify the authenticity of
the photograph. | therefore examined whether the contents of the photograph were consistent with the landscape of the Meiji
period and whether it was possible to take it with the photographic equipment and technology of the time. As a result, | confirmed
that there was no contradiction in its contents, and it also became clear that it could have been taken with the equipment and

technology of the time. Next, | examined when the photograph was taken based on its contents and known records. Finally, |

estimated that it had been taken in the spring of 1908.

Keywords Old photograph, army post of the 17th Division of the Imperial Japanese Army, construction work, landscape,

distortion, vanishing point
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