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1.
(Virginia Woolf, 1882-1941) (Three Guineas)

1938

1919

… we have been admitted to the Civil Service and to the Bar; but our position 
there is still very precarious and our authority of the slightest. (127) 
 
… 

(25) 
 

1)  
 

2.

… a letter perhaps uunique in the history of human correspondence, since 
when before has an educated man asked a woman how in her opinion war can 
be prevented? …. (117) 
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(8)  
 

’

2.1

Alex Zwerdling

(68-69) Alex Zwerdling

For such critics, Woolf ’s calculated strategy is a form of self- betrayal, her 
attempt to sound cool and Olympian seriously misguided. Her neoclassical 
aesthetic theory is seen as an elaborate superstructure based on the 
unacknowledged need to repress her own feelings. And her refusal to vent her 
anger is used to explain certain crucial elements in her life and work …her  
playfulness and persistent use of fantasy on the other. In the former, anger is 
turned inward; in the latter, evaded. (70) 

playfulness and persistent use of fantasy’

For it was not her one hated but the idea of her, which undoubtedly had gathered 
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in to itself a great deal that was not Miss Kilman; had become one of those 
spectres with which one battles in the night; … Nonsense, nonsense! she cried to 
herself, pushing through the swing doors of Mulberry’s the florists. (12-13) 
 

(27-28) 

…, as if this beauty, this scent, this clour, and Miss Pym liking her, trusting 
her, were a wave which she let flow over her and surmount that hatred, that 
monster, surmount it all; and it lifted her up and up … (14) 

(29)

2.2

’

1910 2  7

(1)
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(1) “The Dreadnought 
Hoax: Young Virginia Woolf and Her Bloomsbury Posse Prank the Royal Navy in Drag 
and a Turban.” Maria Popova

On February 7, 1910, six friends pulled off one of the greatest pranks in 
history — on the Royal Navy, no less. Among them was Virginia Woolf — at 
the time still Virginia Stephen, an unpublished twenty-eight-year-old 
aspiring author — wearing drag and a turban. It’s a remarkable story about 
privacy and security, aabout poking fun at society’s ideas about bravery and 
authority, … 

“A Society” 1921 

… (10) “… to her amazement, 
six light taps upon the behind.”(120) 

(5)
(8)“… if men write such rubbish as this, …”(119)

‘playfulness’

‘playfulness’ 
‘persistent

Radclyffe Hall

(Orlando)
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(61)

2.3
Quentin Bell 

(191)
 

Dearest, 
I feel certain I am going mad again. I feel we can’t go through another of those 
terrible times. And I shan’t recover this time. I begin to hear voices and I can’t 
concentrate. So I am doing what seems the best thing to do…. I don’t think 
two people could have been happier till this terrible disease came. I can’t fight 
any longer. I know that I am spoiling your life, that without me you could 
work…. What I want to say is I owe all the happiness of my life to you. You 
have been entirely patient with me and incredibly good… I can’t go on spoiling 
your life any longer. I don’t think two people could have been happier than we 
have been. V. (226) 
 

(23) …call them ‘horror and disgust’. (125)
 

(21)“So the church itself gives us 
divided counsel  in some circumstances it is right to fight; in no circumstances it is 
right to fight. It is distressing, baffling, confusing, …”(124)

‘playfulness’
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persistent’

3.

3.1

( )  
 

If you will excuse the humble illustration, your dress fulfils the same function 
as  the tickets in a grocer’s-shop. But, here, instead of saying ‘This is 
margarine; this pure butter; this is the finest butter in the market,’ it says, 
‘This man is a clever man he is Master of Arts; this man is a very clever 
man he is Doctor of Letters; this man is a most clever man he is a Member 
of the Order of Merit.’ It is this function the advertisement function of your 
dress that seems to us most singular. (137) 
 

(40) 
 



Persica, March 2024 No.51 

 
’ ( )  

 
And still the tradition, or belief, lingers among us that to express worth of 
any kind, whether intellectual or moral, by wearing pieces of metal, or ribbon, 
coloured hoods or gowns, is aa barbarity which deserves the ridicule which we 
bestow upon the rites of savages. (137) 

 

(41) 
 

’
 

3.2

 
 

To prove this let us examine one life only the life of MMary Astell.2) Little is 
known about her, but enough to show that almost 250 years ago this obstinate 
and perhaps irreligious desire was alive in her; she actually proposed to found 
a college for women. What is almost as remarkable, tthe Princess Ann was 
ready to give her £ 10,000 a very considerable sum then, and, indeed, now, 
for any woman to have at her disposal  towards the expenses. And then…tthe 
Church intervened. Bishop Burnet was of opinion that to educate the sisters 
of educated men would be to encourage the wrong branch, … the Roman 
Catholic branch, of the Christian faith. The money went elsewhere; the college 
was never founded. (146-147)  
 

2)

250
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…

 

(51-52)  
 

  
 

A beggarly £ 10,000  the very sum that the bishop iintercepted about two 
centuries previously. That £ 10,000 surely was ddisgorged by the Church that 
had sswallowed it? But churches do not easily disgorge what they have 
swallowed. (149)  

  

(55-56) 
  

intercepted disgorged swallowed

’  
 
3.3  

 
 …, whether the girls who had passed examinations might advertise the fact 
as those gentlemen themselves did by putting letters after their names. (150) 

       

(57) 
 



Persica, March 2024 No.51 

…On the day of the voting there was a great influx of nonresidents and the 
proposal was thrown out by the crushing majority of 1707 to 661. …The 
behaviour of some of the undergraduates … was exceptionally deplorable and 
disgraceful. (150) 

1707 661
(58) 

 
  

 
… they will use not force but much subtler methods than force when they are 
asked to share them? (151) 
 

 (58-59)  
 

… (59) with the humility expected of our sex” (151)

 
 
3.4 atmosphere”

…a considerable amount of the distress which is prevalent in this section of 
the community [the clerical] could be relieved by the policy of employing men 
instead of women, wherever possible. There are to-day in Government offices, 
… thousands of women doing work which men could do. At the same time 
there are thousands of qualified men, young and middle-aged, who cannot get 
a job of any sort. There is a large demand for woman labour in the domestic 
arts, and in the process of re-grading a large number of women who have 
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drifted into clerical service would become available for domestic service. (173) 
 

(1936 )(97) 

(86) incredibly minute”(166)
(87) Government and Public Offices ”(167)

(90) … it is not the salaries that are lacking; it is the daughter of educated 
men.” (169)  

 “atmosphere”
(72) “atmosphere”

/
98) … the word 

‘Miss’, however delicious its scent in private house, has a certain odour attached to it 
in Whitehall…(174)

(99) Odour then – or shall we call it atmosphere ? – is a very important element 
in professional life; … (174)

(99) … it affects solid bodies, like 
salaries, which might have been thought impervious to atmosphere. (175)

“atmosphere”

4.

“atmosphere”
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1) 
(19,251)

2) (1668-1731)

(1694) 1709 
337
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