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Development of Japanese Language Materials to Support Tandem Learning:

Focus on Task Types

SUESHIGE Miwax*1

This paper reports on the development and practical application of Japanese
language teaching materials for tandem learning between Japanese and international
students. In order to support autonomous cultural and language learning among
Japanese native speakers who are not language teachers, task—-based introductory
intermediate—level learning materials focusing on meaning were developed.
Specifically, the materials were arranged in the following order: (1) information
exchange tasks, (2) comparison and analysis tasks, and (3) cooperative tasks, with

the cognitive load and the amount of negotiation of meaning increasing step by
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step. Participants gave high marks to the structures and topics of these materials
in the tandem learning practice. However, analysis of the participant interactions
revealed that in the more difficult cooperative task, the level of understanding
of the foreign students was low, and they were not fully involved in the decision-—

making process with their Japanese partner

Keywords: Tandem learning, development of Japanese language materials, autonomous

learning, tasks, perspective expressions
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