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Water usage, flooding, and the Takao family at Senji-nakagumi in the Meiji period:

A case study of the Minuma substitute canal (Minuma-daiyosui)

MIMURA Shoji

National Defense Academy of Japan, Hashirimizu 1-10-20 Yokosuka-shi, Kanagawa Pref, 239-8686, Japan

Abstract This paper examines the maintenance work of the Minuma Substitute Canal by the Meiji Government and how Noriyoshi

Takao who lived at Senja-nakagumi was involved in it. In the 1880s, when the cost of maintaining the Minuma Substitute Canal was

shifted from government expenditures to private ones, the early modern water usage system was on the verge of being converted

to a modern one. This meant that the system, which was based on villages or ryd (# ), transformed into one based on individuals,

especially landowners. The village served as a cost-sharing unit during the Meiji period. Ryo ( 78 ) were operated in the downstream

water of the Minuma Substitute Canal where there were no critical structures. However, districts ( &8 ) supervised the water usage of

ry0, creating a multilayered local community in terms of water usage.

Keywords water usage, floods, modern Japan
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