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24  

The remaining events of this reign are not considerable enough to come into a 
picture, already crowded with great ones. With the death of her favourite Essex, 
all Elizabeth's pleasures seemed to expire; she afterwards went through the 
business of the state merely from habit, but her satisfactions were no more. She 
had fallen into a profound melancholy, which all the advantages of her high 
fortune, all the glories of her prosperous reign, were unable to remove. She had 
now found out the falsehood of the countess of Nottingham; who, on her deathbed, 
sent for the queen, and informed her of the fatal circumstance of the ring, which 
she had neglected to deliver. This information only served to awaken all that 
passion which the queen had vainly endeavoured to suppress. She shook the dying 
countess in her bed, crying out, “That God might pardon her, but she never would.” 

Goldsmith 310-11  

History records how foully the Countess of Shrewsbury betrayed the trust, 
which Essex, in his utmost need, confided to her. She kept the ring, and stood in 
the presence of Elizabeth, that night, without one attempt to soften her stern 
hereditary temper in behalf of the former favorite. The next day the earl’s noble 
head rolled upon the scaffold. On her death-bed, tortured, at last, with a sense of 
the dreadful guilt which she had taken upon her soul, the wicked countess sent 
for Elizabeth, revealed the story of the ring, and besought forgiveness for her 
treachery. But the queen, still obdurate, even while remorse for past obduracy 
was tugging at her heart-strings, shook the dying woman in her bed, as if 
struggling with death for the privilege of wreaking her revenge and spite. The 
spirit of the countess passed away, to undergo the justice, or receive the mercy, of 
a higher tribunal; and tradition says, that the fatal ring was found upon her 
breast, where it had imprinted a dark red circle, resembling the effect of the 
intensest heat. The attendants, who prepared the body for burial, shuddered, 
whispering one to another, that the ring must have derived its heat from the glow 
of infernal fire. They left it on her breast, in the coffin, and it went with that 
guilty woman to the tomb.  347  
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“You [Phoebe] really mortify me [Holgrave], my dear Miss Phoebe!” he 
exclaimed, smiling half-sarcastically at her. “My poor story, it is but too evident, 
will never do for Godey or Graham! Only think of your falling asleep, at what I 
hoped the newspaper critics would pronounce a most brilliant, powerful, 
imaginative, pathetic, and original winding up! Well; the manuscript must serve 
to light lamps with;—if, indeed, being so imbued with my gentle dulness, it is any 
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longer capable of flame!”  212  
 

 
 

“Very pretty!—Beautiful!—How original!—How sweetly written!—What nature!—
What imagination!—What power!—What pathos!—What exquisite humor!”—were 
the exclamations of Edward Caryl’s kind and generous auditors, at the conclusion of 
the legend.  352  
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‘This is all very well,’ said a very respectable contemporary of my own, after reading 
the above reminiscence, as he turned the manuscript over with his thumb and finger, 
looking suspiciously now at its back part, and now at its front; ‘this is all very well, 
sir, but what is the moral?’ 

‘Moral? sir,’ I returned; and I repeat my reply, lest any other meddler should ask 
the same question; ‘the moral is, that love is an infallible cure for consumption; and, 
sir, I consider the above history of a case successfully treated, as invaluable to all 
medical men, young lovers, and consumptive patients.’ 188-89  
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