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Summary

Tenguyama tumulus is located on a hilltop in the central area of Kibi district (present Okayama and the
east half of Hiroshima prefecture) where powerful chiefs are thought to have established local chiefdoms
against the political centre ruled by daio (a paramount chief or a king) in Kinai district (present Nara,
Osaka, the southern part of Kyoto and the eastern part of Hyogo prefecture) during the Kofun period (3-6th
centuries), when a highly developed chiefdom or an early state is considered to have emerged in Japanese
archipelago.

Kofun period is characterized by kofun, chiefly burial mounds, built in various sizes and forms to reflect
or demonstrate the religious, political and economic status of each person buried in them. Their sizes
range from less than 10m to 480m in length or diameter, and the forms include round, square, round with
trapezium (zenpo-koen-fun or keyhole-shaped mound) and square with trapezium (zenpo-koho-fun or double
square mound). A number of the round with trapezium type of mounds are so huge that they have been
regarded as the status symbol of the highest class elites including daio.

Among the round with trapezium type, smaller ones with extremely reduced trapezoidal part can be
found during the middle Kofun period (5th century) in a wide area. This type of mounds has been called
scallop-shaped tumuli (hotategai-shiki-kofun) and assumed to be an expression of the status of the chiefs
weakened and degraded by daio in Kinai who was increasing his political power over the other areas.
Tenguyama is a typical case of this type of mound in Kibi, allegedly built for a local chief subordinated by
Bu (Wakatateru or Yuryaku) who appears in the historical record as a great daio in the late 5th century,
although splendid grave goods such as horse trappings and body armour were found from the stone
chamber by a local antiquarian in early 20th century, suggesting prosperity of the buried person.

The excavation of Tenguyama tumulus was conducted in every March 1998-2000 to make a survey map,
uncover the surface of the mound by trenching and investigate the chamber. In consequence, it is revealed
that the mound is 57m in length and 9.7m in height, surrounded by a ditch and covered with stones except
the bottom and the trapezoidal part (ig.2, pp.11-12). The chamber is 38m in length and 1.2m in width, built
with angular rocks and clay on the ground before the construction of the mound in the same manner with
burial mounds in Kaya area of southern part of Korean peninsula {fig.6, p.19 and pl3).

A dagger and three spears, left unnoticed at the time of previous digging, were discovered in the
chamber (fig26, p49 and pl23-1), as well as many cylindrical and parasol-shaped haniwas (fig.27-35, pp.5l-
56,61,6364 and pl24-35) and pottery from the trenchs. The pottery is dated to the late 5th century and
some of them are notable as they are assumed to have originated from southern part of Korea along with
the construction method of the chamber {fig.36, p.67 and colour plate 7).

In conclusion, Tenguyama tumulus is built under the strong influence from southern Korea, while
Japanese traditional elements such as haniwas and red-painted walls of the chamber are also observed. It
indicates that the buried man was one of the successful local chiefs in Kibi achieving a close relationship
with Korea in the late 5th century, when the mound building was declining after the construction of the
gigantic tumuli such as Tsukuriyama. It was a start of the transition from a confederacy of chiefdoms or an
early state supported by kinship organization and indigenous belief to an archaic state based on a political
institution and world religion.
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