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Title:  Development of an interdisciplinary class for university students with attention to differences of the
climate and “seasonal feeling” in winter

Subtitle: Comparing between those around Germany and the Japan Islands

Kuranoshin KATO*1, Haruko KATO*2, Kazuo OTANI*4, Tatsuya HAMAKI*4, Yuichi HAGA*5

(Abstract) An interdisciplinary class for university students on the climate in winter around Germany and
the traditional event “Fasnacht” for driving winter away was developed, with attention to the variety of
seasonal cycles from region to region in middle latitudes. According to the climatological analyses, the
“severe winter feeling” around Germany seems to be associated greatly with the intermittent appearance of
the extremely cold days as the very large day-to-day variations rather than with the mean lower temperature.
In this joint activity, students firstly tried to understand or imagine why the people there can’t help driving
the winter away, based on the climate data. After such consideration, each student composed a music work
which expresses such “seasonal feeling” about the “Fasnacht” with use of the various small percussion
instruments. The students seemed to have an opportunity for realizing the climate in foreign regions and

the “seasonal feeling” there, through the composition and performance of the music works in such processes.

Keywords: Joint activity of earth science with music, Interdisciplinary climate education, Seasonal cycle

and “seasonal feeling”, Comparison of climate between Germany and Japan, ESD

*1 Graduate School of Education, Okayama University

*2 Faculty of Education, Gufu Shotoku Gakuen University

*3  Graduate School of Natural Science and Technology, Okayama University (Present affiliation: TV
Setouchi Broadcasting Co., LTD.)

*4  Graduate School of Education, Okayama University (Present affiliation: Board of Education,
Okayama-city)

*5 Graduate School of Education, Okayama University (Present affiliation: Chayamachi Primary School)

— 166 —



	表紙

