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This dissertation is structured into six chapters. The following session describes the brief content of each chapter. In Chapter 1 and Chapter 2, the
author establishes research context of the ethnic minorities in Vietnam during development process. This is followed by identifying research objectives,

justification of research site selection and the background on geography and ethnography of study area.

Chapters 3 to 5 illustrate the findings from empirical survey for three research sites of Katup Village, Katang Village and Thuong Quang Commune,
respectively. Chapter 3 analyzes state-territorialization as an approach for the making of the state after 1975 in Katup Village. Portrayed as a traditional
Bru-Van Kieu Village, this chapter examines the interaction between local moral economy and external political and economic forces by analyzing the
responses of local Bru-Van Kieu and the outcome of these responses from institutional perspective. Similar approach is applied to Katang Village;
nonetheless, the difference in social and political settings has resulted in different set of outcome in reactions and social implication. While in Katup
Village, “everyday resistance” is the main type of reactions from the Bru-Van Kieu, the case of Katang Village as shown in Chapter 4 exhibits adaptation
to official institution and market opportunities. Both case studies show that mainstream perception of ethnic minority people as under-developed
communities plays important role in policy making regarding development of upland area and consequently marginalization of these ethnic groups.
They also indicate that informal cross-border resource is vital for ethnic minority in the negotiation with external state and market actors. Chapter 5 on
the Katu people in Thuong Quang Commune emphasizes on the process of institutional transformation from informal to formal. Along with the two
cases of Bru-Van Kieu people, this case explains how internal social relations are altered and re-shaped by external political and economic processes.

Chapter 6 conceptualizes main findings of the dissertation by summarizing main concepts with regard to findings from three case studies. All these
3 cases provide insights into how the society of ethnic minorities in the upland of Central Vietnam is transformed from the dynamic interaction between
external political economic processes with internal local institutions. It is argued that local informal institutions, considered a form of cultural capital,
plays an important role in local resistance and adaptation to external political and economic institutions to shape social relation and household livelihood.
Reinvention of cultural capital allows local ethnic minority to connect to new natural and economic resource, enabling them to mitigate the negative

impact from exposing to market economy and political marginalization from official authority formation.
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