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Necessity of Hospital Dentistry to Support Patients Undergoing Medical Treatment:
Discussion based on a Case of Intensive Interventions in Perioperative Management

Yoshihiko SOGA

Abstract : Collaborative approaches to medicine are becoming increasingly important. Here, the
necessity of hospital dentistry to support patients undergoing medical treatment is discussed based
on a case of intensive interventions in perioperative management.

Our hospital established the Perioperarive Management Center (PERIO) in 2008 to facilitate
collaborative approaches by doctors, nurses, dentists, dental hygienists, dental technicians,
pharmacists, physiotherapists, nutritionists, etc. Dental staff are engaged in intensive
interventions in PERIO: 1) screening of oral cavity, removal of dental infection foci, and
prevention of dental pain caused by pulpitis during the perioperative period; 2) screening of
occlusion and dysphagia, and prosthesis and training of dysphagia functions to promote ingestion
in the early phase of after surgery; 3) prevention of intraoral complications during orotracheal
intubation as dental injuries; 4) maintenance of oral hygiene before and after surgery to prevent
postoperative infection, etc.

Intensive dental intervention in PERIO has been beneficial in reducing accidental dental injuries
and postoperative pneumonia during the perioperative period.

Dentistry can improve quality of medical care not only in the perioperative period but also in
many fields in medicine. Qur hospital established the Division of Hospital Dentistry in 2011 to
promote collaboration between dentistry and medicine, e.g., in oral infection control for patients
undergoing anticancer chemotherapy with severe neutropenia caused by myelosuppression. This
will provide a model for collaboration between medical and dental staff in hospitals. Clinical
training in this division is now included in the education curriculum of dental residents.
Collaboration between dental and medical staff in regional health care is also important because
many outpatients undergo high-level medical treatment, e.g., outpatient anticancer chemotherapy.

The establishment and development of concepts of collaboration between dentistry and medicine to
support patients undergoing medical treatment will expand the dental field and lead to better

medical care.
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