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Abstract

The Thoratec (Vectra) polyurethane vascular access graft (TPVA) is among the most recent
additions to the list of materials used to construct prosthetic grafts for vascular access during
hemodialysis. We give the TPVA very high marks, and recognize the utility of such a graft for use
in hemodialysis. However, the strong elasticity of this graft can lead to unexpected complications
after suturing. We devised a new surgical method using a TPVA-ePTFE (expanded polytetraflu-
oroethylene) composite graft, substituting the anastomosis section of the TPVA with a portion of
ePTFE graft material, and have been able to overcome most of the TPVA’s potential problems. We
herein describe the technique.
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