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Classification of asthma based on clinical
symptoms: asthma type in relation to patient

age and age at onset of disease.∗

Yoshiro Tanizaki, Haruki Komagoe, Michiyasu Sudo, Hiroshi Morinaga, Yutaro
Shiota, Shinya Tada, Kiyoshi Takahashi, and Ikuro Kimura

Abstract

Seventy-one cases of bronchial asthma were classified into three types: bronchospasm, bronchospasm-
hypersecretion and bronchiolar obstruction types. The characteristics of each type were studied
in relation to patient age and age at onset of the disease. In the 71 subjects studied, the most
frequent type was the bronchospasm type followed by the bronchospasm-hypersecretion type and
bronchiolar obstruction type. Intractable asthma was most frequently observed in the bronchiolar
obstruction type and least in the bronchospasm type. Most of the patients under 50 years of age
showed the bronchospasm type. The bronchospasm-hypersecretion type was characteristically ac-
companied by blood eosinophilia when the patient age was under 50 years. In the bronchospasm-
hypersecretion type, the incidence of intractable asthma was high in patients under 50 years of
age, but not remarkable in those over 50. A large proportion of the patients over 50 years of age
were of the bronchiolar obstruction type. There was no difference in the incidence of intractable
asthma between the two groups classified by age at onset.

KEYWORDS: asthma classification, clinical symptoms, patient age, age at onset

∗PMID: 6083702 [PubMed - indexed for MEDLINE]
Copyright (C) OKAYAMA UNIVERSITY MEDICAL SCHOOL



1

Tanizaki et al.: Classification of asthma based on clinical symptoms: asthma

Produced by The Berkeley Electronic Press, 1984



2

Acta Medica Okayama, Vol. 38 [1984], Iss. 5, Art. 7

http://escholarship.lib.okayama-u.ac.jp/amo/vol38/iss5/7



3

Tanizaki et al.: Classification of asthma based on clinical symptoms: asthma

Produced by The Berkeley Electronic Press, 1984



4

Acta Medica Okayama, Vol. 38 [1984], Iss. 5, Art. 7

http://escholarship.lib.okayama-u.ac.jp/amo/vol38/iss5/7



5

Tanizaki et al.: Classification of asthma based on clinical symptoms: asthma

Produced by The Berkeley Electronic Press, 1984



6

Acta Medica Okayama, Vol. 38 [1984], Iss. 5, Art. 7

http://escholarship.lib.okayama-u.ac.jp/amo/vol38/iss5/7



7

Tanizaki et al.: Classification of asthma based on clinical symptoms: asthma

Produced by The Berkeley Electronic Press, 1984


