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Chapter 1 provides an introduction to regional development in Turkey by presenting an overview, review of
literature and the purpose of the thesis.

Chapter 2 presents the relevant regional components in Turkey as regionalization, administrative structure, regional
planning system, regional integration and regional organizations, and regional development programs and interactions.

Chapter 3 presents regional development problems in Turkey using several analyses, which are the Neoclassical
growth model, the Gini coefficient, canonical discriminant analysis, and exploratory Analyses. In the analyses, two
different data are mainly used depending on the aim of the thesis and availability. The data descriptions are regional
GDP per capita from 1975 to 2001 and regional GDP per capita by sectors from 1987 to 2001. The regional
classifications of the data are geographic regions, NUTS (Nomenclature of Territorial Units for Statistics) level-1,
level-2, and level-3 regions used to provide a distinctive explanation for the regional disparities in Turkey.

Chapter 4 presents the solution efforts of Turkey for regional development problems in terms of regional
development projects and programs. The major projects and programs in Turkey from the 1980s are explained by their
size, scope and geographic locations.

Chapter 5 presents a comparative study between regional development problems and solution efforts of Turkey. In
other words, it discusses and evaluates the findings in Chapter 3 and Chapter 4 in detail. A special focus is also given on
sustainable regional development in this Chapter.

Chapter 6 presents the conclusions and assessments of the thesis. As the conclusions, a regional balance between
service and resources could not be established effectively among central and local administrations, and the problem of
the lack coordination aggravated the difficulties in the solution of regional problems. The projects and programs have
not been operated efficiently and convergence tendency among the most and less developed regions could not be
achieved successfully. The Gini coefficient by sectors from 1987 to 2001 indicated that Government (0.236 and 0.222,
respectively) and Trade sectors (0.085 and 0.069, respectively) have relatively reduced regional disparities across some
program regions. The regional classifications by CDA showed that there is intraregional divergence across
underdeveloped NUTS level-2 regions; and sigma-convergence across developing NUTS level-2 regions from 1987 to
2001 and across developed NUTS level-2 regions from 1975 to 1995. To decrease regional disparities, Government and
Agriculture sectors appeared as the most optimistic sectors in short run for underdeveloped and developing regions,
respectively. Transportation and Communication sector also appeared for both regions in longer term. As the
assessments, regional projects and programs in Turkey require a sectoral concentration on structural problems of
regional development more different from current ones.
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