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A morphological observation on the regular packet
forming mutant of Staphylococcus aureus
Ken-ichi ToMOCHIKA, Yoshikazu HIRAI, Akinobu OKABE,
Akira KUMODE, and Yasuhiro KANEMASA
Department of Microbiology, Okayama University Medical School,
Okayama, Japan
In order to study the process of cell division in Staphylococcus aureus which usually forms
irregular cell clusters, a mutant which forms regularly arranged cell packets was isolated. The
morphological characteristics of this mutant were studied by electron microscopy.
The packets of this mutant were made by the appearance of thickened cell wali like sub-

stance which surrounded a group of cells. The formation of regularly arranged cell packets
originated in the disturbance of cell segregation.



