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The movement of midwifery education and a future challenge

Noriko GODA, Ritsuko OHMUROY, Yoshiko NiuNoY, Kaori ICHIKAWA?,

Chigusa FUSE?, Yukie MATSUMOTO?

Abstract

'Recently, nursing education entered the four year college system; midwifery
education in Japan has come to have serious problems, not only in the decline in
the number of midwives training but also in the quality of the education due to
abolition of the professional training school and the junior college’s advanced mid-
wifery training course. Then, lectures and the clinical training period have been
shortened in midwifery education in four year colleges because of the crowded cur-
riculum,

On the other hand, the birth rate has been declining, and the anxiety of child
care and child abuse are serious social issues in that child care in the community
and at home is declining in Japan. The role of midwives has increased all the
more, and midwives are indispensable for mothers, babies and families in such so-
cial conditions. Also, the problem was examined by surveying the environment
surrounding the direction of midwifery education.

It is not easy to get three state qualifications of public health nurse, midwife and
nurse in the nursing education program within four years. It was suggested that
change in the educational system of midwifery was a pressing need to train edu-
cated and skilled midwives to meet a social need.

Key Words : Midwifery education, Midwife, Curriculum
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