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In this study, a long-term transition on arable land use and planted acreage in Okayama prefecture
is mainly examined. There were no substantial changes at the area of the cultivated acreage and the
use level of arable land before World War II. In statistics after 1965, the use level of the cultivated
acreage and arable land has decreased remarkably. In this point, it is clearly observed that the cultivated
acreage in 2005 has decreased by 60 percent compared with 1960 and the area of the field has
importantly decreased in the same period about 80 percent. In addition, the uncultivated arable land in
2005 has increased double or more compared with 1975. Finally, this analysis concretely illustrated
decreasing of man's concern for the production of food. Because a part of the safety of food is
threatened recently, it is important in above all to procure food safely. Moreover, to reinforce a
domestic production of food the decision and the execution of an effective policy are requested.
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1965 2006

ha
1960 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005

113,451 102,884 88,571 82,219 77,444 70,810 64,226 52,734 46,088
100 91 78 72 68 62 57 46 41

82,533 77,369 67,092 63,551 60,521 56,758 51,649 43,339 38,445
100 94 81 77 73 69 63 53 47

4,655 5,780 5,476 4,786 4,189 3,652 3,417 2,603 2,168
100 124 118 103 90 78 73 56 47

24,264 19,735 16,003 13,881 12,734 10,400 9,160 6,792 5,475
100 81 66 57 52 43 38 28 23

38,046 62,767
43,564 13,154 3,418 4,469 4,381 3,835 2,800 1,813 1,548

338 761 1,914 5,311 7,058 9,475 4,325 5,906 5,338
374 107
212 580 3,000 3,906 2,995 3,289 2,209 4,802 3,3041

3,863 5,051 4,463 3,857 3,436 3,169 3,026 2,324
143 141 188 178 166 143 111 91
392 394 434 329 195 83 35
257 195 392 423 391 257 246 188

16,234 11,991 10,803 10,140 8,585 7,391 5,366 4,319
765 1,132 1,177 1,154 902 662 654 527

2,735 2,879 1,901 1,440 912 1,107 772 630
3,970 3,927 3,590 4,960 4,665 5,812 10,517

2000 2005
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ha
1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005
81,100 69,200 64,400 52,300 50,900 45,000 45,500 36,700 35,000

100 85 79 64 63 55 56 45 43
27,300 9,370 2,340 5,430 5,390 5,640 3,000 2,780 2,590

100 34 9 20 20 21 11 10 9
1,860 720 435 459 399 420 390 341 267

100 39 23 25 21 23 21 18 14
1,770 1,270 983 697 623

100 72 56 39 35
885 540 286 264 213 305 129 197 207
100 61 32 30 24 34 15 22 23

6,840 4,240 3,170 5,140 4,690 5,530 3,600 4,030 3,350
100 62 46 75 69 81 53 59 49

8,930 8,510 7,100 6,120 5,520 5,130 4,400 3,730 3,620
100 95 80 69 62 57 49 42 41

13,100 11,600 10,200 9,250 8,570 7,930 6,480 6,210 5,700
100 89 78 71 65 61 49 47 44

12,300 7,560 3,680 3,460 2,640 1,760 1,240 789 451
100 61 30 28 21 14 10 6 4
456 581 576 401 253 154 50 12
100 127 126 88 55 34 11 3

12,400 11,100 9,640 10,900 10,800 10,800 8,570 6,580 5,320
100 90 78 88 87 87 69 53 43

821 1,070 1,010 1,140 1,110
100 130 123 139 135
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