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Cationic iron colloid as a mounting mediator of biological
microsamples for scanning electron microscopy
Hideki OukoucHI
Human Morphology Section, Department of Anatomy,
Okayama University Medical School,

Okayama 700, Japan
(Director : Prof. T. Murakami)

Ferric chloride, when boiled with hydrazine hydrate and cacodylic acid, is converted into a
fine cationic iron colloid. This colloid allowed good adhesion of biological micro-samples,
including the fixed ones, to the glass slips and facilitated the scanning electron microscopy of
these samples. The colloid was much more powerful in this mounting than the usually used and
expensive poly-L-lysine. Living cells, such as human red blood cells, are esaily and sufficiently
mounted with L-lysine or L-arginine on the glass slips.



