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Present Situation and Problems of Land Improvement
District as an Operation and Maintenance
Organization of Land Improvement Facilities

Kinzo Nacanori, Takeo AXKAE and Seiroku OHTA
(Depariment of Agricultural Infrastructure Development and Conservation)

Land improvement districts originally started as organizations after World War 1I ;
they are in charge of construction and operation of irrigation and drainage facilities,
development of agricultural land, reclamation from sea water, reclamation by filling,
recovery from disaster, exchange and consolidation of agricultural land and so on. As the
main construction projects were completed, the purpose of land improvement districts
has shifted from facilities construction to operation and maintenance of them. However,
the recent social situation has brought great changes in circumstance to land improve-
ment districts. In both urban and agricultural areas around local cities, urbanization has
progressed so rapidly and widely that agricultural land has decreased through conversion
into urban use. That causes pollution of irrigated water and difficulties in maintenance
of land improvement facilities. In rural moutainous areas, on the other hand, excess
depletion in population has occurred, causing difficulties in proper maintenance of
agricultural land and land improvement facilities, which eventually increases the danger
of natural disaster. Also, in other agricultural areas, the decline in agriculture of this
country has degraded the quality of the production and living environments.

This work was conducted to analyze the present situations of land improvement
districts in differing geographical and social conditions, and to discuss the problems
surrounding them. Through such discussion, we point out some possible remedies which
might improve the situation.
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Table 1  The duties of the land improvement districts (1990), as percentages of total

Categories of works

Scale of area Mainly Construction and Mainly Total
. . . Others
construction maintenance maintenance

<100ha 18.0 24.6 55.9 1.5 100.0
100~ 500ha 15.6 38.1 44.0 2.3 100.0
500~1,000ha 10.2 55.1 32.7 2.0 100.0
1,000~5,000ha 14.4 51.1 34.5 — 100.0
>5,000ha — 50.0 50.0 — 100.0
Total 15.1 38.6 44.6 1.7 100.0
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Table 2 Changes in assessment of general expenses for operation and maintenance
v General expense assessment General expense assessment
ear .. . -
for irrigation (yven) for drainage (yen)
1983 1,163 2,686
1984 3,692 2,640
1985 3,437 2,750
1986 4,293 2,580
1987 3,284 3,045
1988 4,012 3,232
1989 3,492 2,799
1990 3,393 2,782
1991 4,125 3,128
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Table 3 Changes in assessment of general expenses for operation and maintenance

(ven)
Hikawa town Hikawa town Hirata city  Hirata city Drained area Irrigated area
Year " .ddy field  upland field  paddy field upland field south of south of
P Shinkawa Shinkawa river
1986 1,725 575 3,450 1,150 1,200 1,200
1987 1,575 525 3,150 1,050 1,200 1,200
1988 1,500 500 3,000 1,000 1,200 1,200
1989 1,500 500 3,000 1,000 1,200 1,200
1990 1,500 500 3,000 1,000 1,200 1,200
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Table 4 The special income account statement of assessment of general expenses
for operation and maintenance (yen)

Items of income Settlement Budget
Assessment general expense 15,288,473 15,304,000
Grant 3,708,000 3,708,000

Operation and instruction

expenditure of water use facilities 2,445,000 2,445,000
Commission 155,503 155,503
Miscellaneous incomes 102,179 100,400
Carried-over expenditure 1,520,682 1,520,000
Total 23,806,800 23,820,000
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