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The analysis of market strcture of agricultural products

Toziro HaBucHI

This analysis in concerned with the price decision in the market of agricultural
products.

In general prices of agricultural products were said to perfectly competitive, but
the fact was changed from the various reisons, for example, the development of the
vertical integration in agriculture, the consumers: co-operatives and the agricultural
cooperatives.

This change has been seen through the ages. The period from 1876 to 1963 can be
devided into the three ages from the reason of the economic growth, and this change
of the each period was analvzed.

1. the first period from 1876 to 1810,

2. the second period from 1911 to 1940.

3. the third period from 1941 to 1963.

This change of marketing structure in agriculture can be estimated by comparing
the paramaters of the market model in each period. In this case, we must construct
the model, which implies the parameters of the market, in order to estimate the im-
perfective competition of agricultural market.

The method for the estimation of these parameters is the direct least square and
the demand-supply function is assumed to be log normal linear.

The data used are from Agriculiure Wood Business written by Matazi Umemura
and others.

Agricultural price index are weighted by 1874 to 1876.

National income: Natonal income White Paper and Agricultural Fundametal Statistics
in Japan edited by Shinbun Kayo.

I am much indebted to Miss Nagako Hiramaisu, a clerk of Okayama University for
the collection of the data.
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