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A

 Labov (1972)  

The Overall Structure of Narrative (Labov 1972)

1 Abstract What was this about? 

2 Orientation Who, when, what, where? 

3 Complicating action Then what happened? 

4 Evaluation So what? 

5 Result or resolution What finally happened? 

6 Coda What does it all mean? 

Labov (1972) 

Evaluation” 
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55 24.7 
39 17.5 
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16 7.1 
15 6.7 
8 3.6 
7 3.1 

SNS YouTube 7 3.1 
5 2.2 
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2 0.9 
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100

6 2.7 
5 2.2 
5 2.2 
4 1.8 
4 1.8 
3 1.3 

L2 2 0.9 
2 0.9 
1 0.4 

L&R S&W 1 0.4 
1 0.4 
1 0.4 
1 0.4 
1 0.4 
1 0.4 
1 0.4 
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A
A

A 
 (1) I think learning English will be more rich our life. (2) In fact aquiring 
English are not easy. (3) However, we can communicate with various people by 
using gestures and drawing pictures. (4) I want you to tell about interacting by 
using English. 
 (5) First, I wrote letters for foreign English teacher in easy English when I 
was a junior high school student. (6) After a while she sent me letters. (7) I did 
this many times. (8) Her letters were always written ‘I’m looking forward to your 
cute letters.’ (9) when I saw this message, I was always happy. (10) I knew 
interacting with foreign people would be possible.  
 (11) Second, I met foreign customers when I was working in cafe after I 
became a university student. (12) I was nervous when I saw them because they 
could understand only a little Jappanese. (13) Therefore I talked them about 
cafe’s menu and the contents by using limited English. (14) After a while when 
they went away from there, they said me ‘not to be shy. (15) Your English are 
very good. (16) Let’s try talking English. (17) I hope you do it.’ (18) I was cheered 
up from their words. (19) I was more interested in English. 
 (20) Thanks to them I like learning English very much now. (21) I want to 
meet various foreign people and travel many forein countries with foreign 
friends someday. 

A Abstract 1 4 Orientation Complicating action
Evaluation 5 19 Coda 20 21 Labov (1972) 

5 10
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7

‘I’m looking forward to your 
letters.’
‘cute’ Evaluation

A

14 17

A

B
B

B 
 (1) I have studied English since I was a elementary student. (2) However I 
don’t like studying English. (3) Today, I introduce some episode. 
 (4) I had English test for the first time when I was junior high school 
student. (5) I studied hard for the test. (6) I got 98 score, so I was so happy. (7) 
But I was schocked the reason I lost 2 score. (8) There were writing. (9) I thought 
that first word is large. (10) For example, ‘I play soccer.’ (11) However I wrote 
‘When ‘i’ was a child, ….’ (12) I don’t know the reason why ‘I’ is always large 
word. (13) I wrote two sentences like ‘When i was…’, so I lost 2 score. 
 (14) However I have talked foreigners in English. (15) When I was high 
school student, I took the train to go to school. (16) At station, foreigners asked 
me the way to buy the ticket, the way to go XX  station and the seasonal train. 
(17) I could explain them in English. (18) Then, I thought studying English is 
useful. 
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 (19) I have studied English for long years. (20) But I don’t like it. (21) 
However sometimes it is useful to help foreigners. (22) I think I have to continue 
studying English. 

4 13
100

98

 ‘I’ 

 ‘will’  ‘would like to’  
‘must’  ‘have to’ 22

2 20
L1

 
B

C
C

C 
 (1) I study English from junior high school. (2) However, I don’t like English. 
(3) I have two reasons.  
 (4) First, It is very difficult for me to speak English. (5) I study writing and 
reading from I was junior high school student. (6) However, I don’t study 
listening and speaking so much. (7) So, I am not good at speaking English. (8) I 
have no time to practice speaking English.  
 (9) Second, I can not understand means of studing English. (10) I studied 
English very hard to pass XX university when I was high school student. (11) 
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Certainly, Students in university study English very hard for TOEIC. (12) I want 
to be a Yogo teacher. (13) For me, TOEIC is not necessary. (14) Also, I do not 
have chance which communicate with foreign people I do not want to study 
abroad. (15) If I can not understand English words or sentences, I will search 
with smartphone. 

(16) In conclusion, I think that English is necessarry for many people. (17)
However, It is too difficult to study English. (18) Also, I don’t like English so 
much and can not understand means of studing English. (20) I wish I like 
English. 

B
2 18

Speaking 
4 8

14 9 18
16

TOEIC 13

15 AI

20

D
D

D
(1) I have been not good at English until several years and my recognizition

does not changed after I entered XX University. (2) In my life, I did not need to 
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get a variety of foreign language skills. (3) When I was a junior high school 
student or a high school student, I did not have to get good scores on English 
exams because I was very good at math, physics, and chemistry. (4) In addition, 
I had few chances to talk with foreign people. (5) On the other hand, I started to 
recognize the importance of learning English. (6) Learning English is vital in 
the future and in modern society. 
 (8) I belong to the medical school and I am going to be a doctor after a few 
years. (9) Doctors must read a lot of English literatures and study how to care 
some diseases. (10) Also, I may have to write an academic literature with my 
hand. (11) When doctors write academic literatures, they must read and utilize 
other articles. 
 (12) English is one of the important languages not only in academic areas 
but also daily life. (13) Japanese government make a lot of campaings, so the 
number of foreign people live in Japan will increase. (14) Therefore, the number 
of chances to talk with people who speak other language for me will also increase. 
 (15) As I have already mentioned, I am not good at English. (16) But I will 
face to a variety of condition need to use English in the near future. (17) I ought 
to get various skills between I belong to XX University. 

‘few’ 4  ‘may’  ‘have to’ 
10 1 15

2

3
4

5

17
D
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