WLEE SRS 551322 August 2020, pp. 74-82

il & BES) DIEE
— BREEHT 2 O /0 2 4R X TO BB —

e b5

FIER SRS BE R B SR A YW FE R S N o
(RS © /DIRIBSSA)

5

The development of reading and writing abilities among Japanese children :
A 3-year follow-up study from preschool to the second grade

Kaoru Hanafusa

Department of Child Neurology, Okayama University Graduate School of Medicine,
Dentistry and Pharmaceutical Sciences, Okayama, 700-8558 Japan

To elucidate the development of reading and writing abilities among Japanese children, we investigated the scores
on 13 reading/writing tasks over a 3-year period among children from preschool age (5 to 6 years old) to the second
grade of elementary school (7 to 8 years old). Most of 92 subjects (42 girl, 50 boys) completed all 13 tasks. Preschool-
age children were given a hiragana naming task (HNT). The five tasks in the first grade were related to reading and
writing hiragana, and the seven tasks in the second grade were related to reading and writing both ziragana and kanji.
The preschoolers’ median score on the HNT was 38.0 points (max 40.0), and six children had extremely low scores
(5-14 points). Twenty-three children (9 girls, 14 boys) had HNT scores below 32.0 points, and these children also
tended to have poor scores on the reading/writing tasks in the first and second grade. The children’s HNT scores
showed significantly positive correlations with their scores on the hiragana writing task and the kanji reading/writing
tasks. The HNT scores also showed significantly negative correlations with the duration of reading in four reading
tasks. These results suggest that evaluations of the HNT score in preschool-age children may be useful to predict the

reading/writing abilities of school-age children.
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