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The city is built like a trap, a maze, a labyrinth that inevitably, however fortuitously, brings
back people to the same points, over the same bridges, onto the same plazas, along the same
quays. By the nature of things, everyone is followed in Venice ; everyone runs into each other,
everyone recognizes each other.... the violent moments of the narrative, the dramatic moments,
are those where the followed person, seized by a sudden inspiration, as they say, turns around,
making an about-face like a cornered beast. The system reverses itself immediately, and the

follower becomes the followed, for there are no side exits in Venice, and it is impossible to
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meet without recognizing each other. Who could hope to get out of this enclosed, insular,
immersed, dead-ended city, even by following someone to the end. Never will he lead you to
the outside, like the Pied Piper of Hamelin; he will always take you back to the centre, by
prodigious circumvolutions. And the only dramatic event in this circular maze is the
unexpected about-face...which risks shattering the fantastic illusion of a double life. (The
Reader 23)
TrAY A4 TIE AERIUHEZS [E] THY, TR THY, Aebd [KE] ThHb, &
IATEH) VO FIIPEEIIIRY ., [READPVO0FIIrR-6NE N2, RoNs A0 /RS
Nl b BITT A2 NIRBITENS AR D] (23) BEEORTH L Z LITEEL 2 ITIULE S v,
FrG-OFEEDH ) FERET 2072, ZORBEOLPTIIRBITESNS HIZ, BTSN TV T RITHE
DHMEEL L2 LR, AISTHISTOI) LILBITEEXRTVWAI EDHLD0, RE/Rohs0
A2 ZItam oMM Tl v, BB L 72O NI~ TRV IRIT 55 FRFA SR S
72 OB TIEZCmAE SN TE Y, —Erl&AEns &, RIFOLNLGWENKIZ, ZLT
BEEOBIZH Y A, MEERREIRATHL T 22y 1 TR E 3R L MR L 07,
ELIER=F)Y—id, oAV 1 7T [FTRTOWET DI BIZH D] (25) L7EDo L
2 LR EEZ O’ ZOBEAAMA D> THIFTWE L TH,
Everything is at the vanishing point. Everything happens as the result of an unwarranted
predestination: Why him, why Venice, why follow him? The very blindness with which this
plan is carried out...already corresponds to that blinding effect and disappearance of will
characteristic of the vanishing point. And starting there, everything converges into the same
effect: The shadowing, Venice, the photography, all this is being played out beyond the
vanishing point. The shadowing makes the other vanish into the consciousness of the one who
follows him, into the traces that he unknowingly leaves behind—Venice is a vanished city,
where all history has already disappeared and where one enters alive into the disappearance....
(25)
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